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CHRISTOPHER KOLUMB

portrait of unknown artist 16 in. 

IGDA/G. Dagli Orti

Kolumb Christopher (lat. - Columbus, ytal. - Colombo) (1451-1506). Navigator. It was born in Genoa. In 1492-1493 led by the Spanish expedition for the search of short marine cut to India, crossed the Atlantic ocean and on October, 12, 1492 attained о. San-Sal'vador (official date of opening of America). 

From a soviet encyclopaedia:

KOLUMB (lat. Columbus, ytal. Colombo, ysp. Colon) Christopher (1451, Genoa, - 20.5.1506, Val'yadolyd), famous navigator, originally genoese. In 1476—84 lived in Lyssabone and on portug. o-vakh Madeyra and Portu-Santu. Participated in swimming in Sowing. To atlantyke. Leaning against the ancient studies at sharoobraznosty Earths and existing calculations of scientists 15 in., drew up a draft of western, according to his opinion the shortest, pestilence. ways from Europe to India. In 1485, since portug. king rejected his project, To. transmigrated to Spain, where after 7 years fight at support of гл. of obr. obtained andaluzskykh merchants and bankers to organization under the guidance of governments, ocean expedition. 1th expedition (1492—93) in composition 90 brows. on 3 caravels («Санта-Мария», «Pint», «Nyn'ya») went out from Palosa 3 avg. 1492. Taking a skykh o-vov course on 3. from Kanar, an expedition crossed Atlantic ok. and attained о. San-Sal'vador in the Bahamian archipelago, where To. landed 12 okt. 1492 (ofyts. date of opening of America). 28 okt. opened up to о. of Cube, 6 sounding boards.— о. of Haiti. Basing on Haiti the Navydad fort and leaving 39 volunteers there, To. on March, 15 1493 got back to Spain, where the rank of admiral and title of viceroy of the reopened earths were granted him. 2th expedition (1493—96) To. in composition 17 courts with the crew of sv. 1500 brows. 25 sent. 1493 went out from Kadysa. 3 noyab. 1493 were opened about: Dominica, and also о. Guadeloupe, after ok. 20 М.Антильских o-vov (in т.ч. Antigua and Virgin), 19 noyab.— о. of Puerto Rico, on May, 5 is о. Jamaica. IN 1496 TO. pawned, row of other yen Santo-Domyngo. settlements. on June, 11 1496 got back to Spain. 3th expedition (1498—1500) in composition 6 courts (300 brows.) went out in swimming at the end of May on July, 1498. 31 was opened о. Trinidad, 1 avg.— part of the Yuzhno-Amer coast. mainland, 15 avg. it is о. is Margaret. 31 avg. To. arrived in Santo-Domyngo. The opened earths did not justify the hopes of ysp. court bargaining to find enormous riches there and do them by the source of the profits. At the same time of expedition To. took in means, sums. Against To. court circles came forward. In 1500 was removed him from the opened landings management, deprived other privileges, taken under a guard and sent from Santo-Domyngo to Spain, where was exempt. Obtaining permission to continue the searches of zap. ways to India, To. organized a 4th expedition (1502— 1504), k-raya consisted of 4 small courts. During her vost was opened. saved Center. America. 7 noyab. 1504 TO. got back to Spain. Openings To. it was accompanied by colonization of earths, foundation of ysp. settlements, by enslavement and mass extermination of native population. After swimming To. American earths entered in the sphere of geogr. presentations and was instrumental in the revision of medieval world view and origin of a new science about Earth. 

Materials of the Soviet military encyclopaedia are used in 8th volumes, that 4.

Great moerplavatel'

Kolumb, Christopher (Colon, Cristobal; Cristoforo Colombo) (1451–1506), great Spanish navigator of the Italian origin, managing four transatlantic expeditions to America. 

Early years in Genoa and Portugal. Kolumb was born in the Italian republic Genoa, in most port town or in his environs. In spite of presence of considerable number of documents, it is difficult exactly to set many facts of the Kolumba biography. Kolumb used the Portuguese version of the name Kryshtovan Kolon, living in Portugal, and Spanish – Krystobal Kolon, after a move to Spain in 1485. 

The grandfather of navigator, Dzhovanny Colombo, moved in Genoa from mountain the country located to the east of this city. Father Kolumba, Domenyko, born approximately in 1418, got married on Susanne Fontanarossa and, to maintain family, worked as a weaver, salesman of wool, by an innkeeper and even came forward in a role of political figure. Christopher had three cadets (Bartolomeo, Dzhovanny-Pellegryno and Dzhakomo) and kid sister (B'yanchynetta). Bartolomeo and Dzhakomo participated in the Kolumba expeditions after 1492 in the New World and was named on the Spanish manner – Bartolome and Dyego. 

Judging on letters, Kolumb became a seaman in unusually early age and floated on Mediterranean on auction courts east up to about.Хиос, belonging to Genoa then. Possibly, he was a merchant and at least one time gave orders to the ship. In the middle of 1470th Kolumb settled in Portugal and joined the small colony of the Italian merchants in Lyssabone. Under the Portuguese flag auction or naval, he floated on a north to England and Ireland, and it is possible to Iceland. He visited also Madeyru and Kanarskye o-va and walked along the bank of the west of Africa to the Portuguese auction point Сан-Хорхе-да-мина (sovr. Ghana). 

In Portugal Kolumb got married, becoming a mixed Итало-португальской family the Italian ancestors of which settled in this country at the end of 14 in member. and pride of place was attained there. The junior from this family members, Bartolomeu Pereshtrelu, was taken in a royal palace as comrade of princes of Zhuana and Henry (Moreplavatelya Henry). Bartolomeu early became widowed and got in the inheritance the rank of captain on about.Порту-Санту near Madeyry. It gave him a quite good profit, but the special riches he did not make so. Second wife Bartolomeu, Yzabel Monysh, belonged to family of the noble landed interests, their manors were on the south of Portugal and about.Madeyra. They had the daughter Felypa Monysh (complete name Felypa Pereshtrelu э Monysh), on which and Kolumb got married in 1478 or 1479. Yzabel Monysh gave to the brother-in-law of card and the documents, kept at her husband dying in 1457. Possibly, from them Kolumb and drew vast information on geography. 

Plan of trip to India. Such profitable asiatic commodities came into notice of the European merchants during many ages, as spicinesses. Nevertheless at the end of 15 in. merchants from Europe still could not get to the countries of Asia the ground way and were forced to acquire asiatic commodities at the Arabic merchants in Alexandria or other ports. Therefore Europeans became interested by the search of sea-lane to Asia, that would allow them to acquire asiatic commodities, passing mediators. In 1480th Portuguese tried to round Africa, to penetrate over Indian ocean to India. Kolumb pulled out supposition, that it is possible to get to Asia, moving westward. Probably, the Kolumba pictures of world and western way to Asia were folded gradually. His suppositions were based on opening of islands in Atlantyke (Kanarskykh, Azorskykh, Green Cape, Madeyry), on ears about other islands, different finds, and also on reading of numerous scientific books on geography, including Picture of world (Imago mundi) of French theology P'era of d'Ayy and Geography of the Greek scientist Claudius Ptolemeya. 

The Kolumba Theory was based on two incorrect presentations: at first, that the Asiatic mainland extends east approximately on 30° farther, than actually, and, secondly, that Japan is in a 2400 km to the east of this mainland. Kolumb also incorrectly set length of circuit of Earth. Although he and divided earth on 360°, estimation of length of his circuit at the level of equator appeared by understated one. Kolumb supposed that Kanarskye will defend o-va approximately on a 4440 km from Japan, while actually this distance is equal a 19 615 km. Similar errors were inherent to other well-educated people of that epoch, including a florentine humanist and geographer Paolo the Potstso Toskanelly distance, with which Kolumb, possibly, corresponded. 

Approximately in 1483 Kolumb made an effort interest Portuguese king Zhuana II by the plan of expedition to Asia by a western way. For estimation of project was drummed up the commission of scientists. Then on unknown reasons king said no Kolumbu. Possibly, the Portuguese experts doubted in his estimations of sizes of earth and distance between Europe and Asia. It is necessary to notice that at this time Zhuan II already sent an expedition to the search of sea-lane to India round Africa. It is not eliminated, that Kolumb demanded too much on your own personally. Afterwards king found navigators ready to leave for the account westward, not requiring royal subsidies or large privileges. However in any case in Portugal the Kolumba project did not get approval. 

Spain supports Kolumba. In 1485 Kolumb abandoned Portugal, popytat' happiness in Spain. At the beginning of 1486, when a court was in Al'kala-de-Enarese, Kolumb was represented to the royal court and got an audience at king and queen. A queen Isabel of Kastyl'skaya and its spouse the king Aragonskyy Ferdinand professed interest to the Kolumba project. Royal couple appointed a commission under the direction of Talavery for finding out of question about expedience of trip westward. A commission took away the unfavorable conclusion, however much king and queen encouraged Kolumba, notarizing him that can support him after completion of the protracted war on the Granady release from moors. 

Expecting ending of war for Granadu, Kolumb became acquainted with a young woman from Kordovy Beatrice Enrykes de Arana. Although they never combined by marriage, in 1488 at them the son Ernando was born (known also as Fernando). Ernando accompanied Kolumba during his fourth swimming over Atlantic ocean and later wrote biography of the father – until now one of major sources of information about the Kolumba life. 

In January 1492, during the Granady siege, a queen Isabel invited Kolumba to the court. After the protracted negotiations and discussion of arguments of courts royal couple understood that the Kolumba support costed the small financial risk, and rejected objections of the advisers. Monarchs consented to subsidize an expedition and promised to appropriate the Kolumbu nobiliary rank and titles of admiral, viceroy and governor general of all islands and mainlands which he will open. Position of admiral gave the Kolumbu right to award judgement in disputes arising up in matters of trade, position of viceroy did him by the personal representative of monarch, and position of governor general provided him higher military authority civil and. 

First expedition, 1492–1493. As sea-folk from Palosa-de-la-Fontery broke royal law, engaged in illegal trade in african waters, monarchs decreeed that exactly this city will give the Kolumba two ships to the expedition. These were two caravels, adopted «Pint» and «Nyn'ya». In addition, Kolumb chartered a fourmast sailing-vessel (nao) getting the name «Санта-Мария». All three ships differed by small sizes and were typical auction sudnamy that epoch. «Санта-Мария» had a width 5,8 м and length 18,3 м, and other ships were yet less. Kolumb ran into difficulties at the set of people in the command, as sailors feared that will not find earth and will not be able to come home. Finally, by the known seaman Alonso Martin of Pynsona Kolumb formed team from 90 persons. The monthly wages for a command made 2000 maravedy for captains and harbor pilots, 1000 – for sailors and 666 – for cabin boys. 

Three ships went out from Palosa early in the morning on August, 3 1492. A small flotilla at first headed for Kanarskym o-vam, where Kolumb decided to wait till the following wind. After repair of courts and addition to food a flotilla abandoned about.Homer on the Kanarskom archipelago on September, 6 1492, taking a course westward. Kolumb and other harbor pilots used the system of navigation, based on the account of direction, time and rate of movement at the gasket of course of ship and establishment of his location. They determined direction on a compass, time – on sand-glasses marking every half a hours, and speed – on an eye. Kolumb conducted two systems of calculation of distance in a log-book, one on your own, and other for a command. In defiance of legend, he did not try to deceive a command. Opposite, he, probably, expected a course at first in those measures, to which learned in Italy and Portugal, and then translated these numbers in the measures accepted at the Spanish navigators. 

The trip passed quietly at the following winds and almost without complaints from the side of command. on October, 12 at 2 o'clock of day watching on the Khuan Rodryges Bermekho «Pint» saw ahead light, and at dawn ships got up on an anchor at an island in the archipelago of Bahamian o-vov, which the habitants of local tribe (secretly) named Guanakhany, and Kolumb renamed to San-Sal'vador. Although a discussion concerning the first landing-place proceeds until now, more credible than all, this was modern about.San-Sal'vador. Assuming that he is in Asia, Kolumb named aborigines American Indians. 

By explorers from a tribe secretly a flotilla continued to swim in waters of the Bahamian archipelago and visited Cuba. All the time Kolumb vainly searched rich ports of Asia. Pynson without the Kolumba permission abandoned Cuba and left on «Pint» on the search of other earths, to put right trade with aborigines. Kolumb on two remaining courts started swim to the island, which he named Espan'oloy (in the translation «Spanish island», now about.Haiti), and inspected his north coast. Early in the morning under Christmas through fault of young watching sailor «Санта-Мария» was at low-water and was broken up. On the unique ship «Nyn'ya» Kolumb got to the bank and founded the first settlement Navydad (ysp. «christmas city»), in which left 39 persons. on January, 4 1493 he was prepared to returning to Spain on «Nyn'e» and was started swim east along the north coast Espan'oly. Soon Pynson joined him, and on January, 16 «Nyn'ya» and «Pint» left in a reverse way. Kolumb grabbed with itself seven captivated American Indians in witness of that attained part of the world, not before known to Europeans. 

By tests and errors Kolumb caught the following wind which drove home his ships home. At approach to Azorskym o-vam a storm divorced ships in different directions. on February, 15 Kolumb on «Nyn'e» attained about.Санта-Мария, from where in nine days continued a way to Spain. During a next gale bl'shaya part of sails on «Nyn'e» was torn, death threatened to the ship and command. on March, 4 they got to the bank of Portugal north of Lyssabona and stopped there, to relax and repair a ship. Kolumb inflicted the visit of courtesy to the king Zhuanu on March, II and 13 sailed to Spain. In two days «Nyn'ya» arrived in Palos. Martin Alonso Pynson on «Pint» appeared in this port in that day a little later Kolumba. 

A queen Isabel and king Ferdinand rendered the Kolumbu warm reception. In addition to the before promised privileges they permitted to him on the second, more vast expedition. Kolumb notarized them, that the rich Asiatic mainland is nearby from the islands opened by him, where he wanted to found a colony. 


Second expedition, 1493–1496. Ferdinand and Isabel assisted to the Kolumba plans, giving him ships and people for the dispatch on Espan'olu. A queen ordered to turn aborigines in a christian faith. Kolumb easily found 1200 persons consenting to depart with him as future settlers. Flotilla from 17 courts left from Kadysa 25 September 1493 and attained Kanarskykh on o-vov October, 2, and in ten days started in swimming on Atlantyke. on November, 3 they landed on the island of the Caribbean sea, which Kolumb named Dominica. From there he started swim along the Small Antyl'skykh and Virgin islands, passing Puerto Rico, to Espan'ole. 

To the greatest surprise of arriving, it appeared that all 39 persons, left in January in Navydade, had perished, mainly as a result of squabbles with aborigines. In spite of it, Kolumb founded a new settlement, naming him La-Ysabela in honour the queen of Spain. Unfortunately, a place for the settlement was chosen abortively: nearby there was no fresh water, and it was afterwards neglected from it. Except for the searches there are golds and decisions of location of ports of the «Great Chinese khanate», Kolumb dealt by slaves. He and his people armed by arkebuzamy together with horse (first getting to America during this trip) and battle dogs passed on Espan'ole, bartering gold, and if resistance was met, took away gold by force and took captives. 

Leaving the brother Dyego to govern Espan'oloy, in spring 1494 Kolumb undertook an expedition along the south coast of Cuba. He supposed that Cuba was part of the Asiatic mainland, and even compelled the members of crew to sign a document in which assured the koronovanykh promoters, that indeed found Asia. 

During the Kolumba absence on Espan'olu a small fleet arrived under the Bartolome Kolumba command and found a colony in a state of chaos. The disappointed colonists got back to Spain and described Kolumba and his brothers as worthless administrators. Distressed by these reports, the Spanish monarchs sent for the Khuana Aguado inspection, which at the end of 1495 confirmed their worst fears: a death rate among American Indians was too high, mainly from the policy of colonists (it was calculated in 1508, that for previous 16 years the quantity of local population grew short with a 250 thousand of a to 60 thousand man). In addition, the quantity of Europeans strongly diminished from illnesses and desertion. Many simply abandoned a colony and sailed on shipboard to Spain. Kolumb left to Spain on March, 10 1496, leaving on Espan'ole in place of itself the brother Bartolome. His tiny flotilla consisted of two courts – «Nyn'ya» and participating in the first expedition «India» built on Espan'ole from tailings of two caravels. Kolumb arrived in Kadys 11 June 1496. 

Third expedition, 1498–1500. To 1496 Ferdinand and Isabel already did not hope to collect a quick benefit from the Kolumba enterprises. It became clear that only time and severe labour will bring a profit from colonies. Without regard to accusations in the lack of capacities for the management, Kolumbu was succeeded to give to convince monarchs permission on the third expedition, using nao and two caravels for the inspection of new earths, and also three caravels for delivery on Espan'olu foods, 300 men and 30 women for addition to the contingent of colonists. 

A flotilla going out in May 1498 from Spain was divided at about.Homer on the Kanarskom archipelago. Three ships took a direct course on Espan'olu. Kolumb on three the other courts left to the south farther, reached to o-vov Green Cape and then on July, 7 turned westward. Visiting about.Trinidad on July, 31, he sailed on a north-west to the banks of America. Finding out the vast delta of river (Orinoco in modern Venezuela), Kolumb understood that the enormous array of dry land there is. It seemed to him that these earths were disposed not far away from the Eden described in Bible. 

After the inspection of coast in the district of delta of Orinoco Kolumb left on Espan'olu, wherever Bartolome and Dyego could put in order. Alarmed by the Kolumba reports, Ferdinand and Isabel sent Frantsysko de to investigate Bobadyl'yu businesses in a colony and if it is necessary to take extraordinary measures. Quickly estimating a situation, he arrested all three brothers Kolumbov for inability to put in order in a colony, confiscated their money and, fettering, in December 1500 sent to Spain. At once after return of Kolumb was caused to the court in Granadu. Expressing likings to Kolumbu, monarchs assured that never ordered to shackle him. Nevertheless up to September 1501 they detained consideration of his statements about renewal in rights. 

Ferdinand and Isabel returned Kolumbu part of titles and all property, but imperious plenary powers were not left. Monarchs also did not accord permission on a next expedition and began to create a new structure of management by colonies, appointing as the governor Espan'oly of Nicholas de Ovando. Ovando sailed in the Caribbean region in February 1502 on 30 ships with the large group of settlers. Only in March 1502 Ferdinand and Isabel settled Kolumbu to lead a new transatlantic expedition. 

Fourth expedition, 1502–1504. The Kolumba Flotilla consisted of four not very much well-prepared small caravels having mediocre crews. Kolumb, which was 51 year ago, and his 13-years-old son Ernando sailed on a leader ship from Kadysa 11 May 1502. Abandoning on May, 25 Kanarskye o-va, they crossed the Atlantic ocean and on June, 15 attained an island which aborigines named Matynyn'o, and Kolumb renamed to Martinique. Swimming through the Antyl'skyy archipelago, a fleet attained Espan'oly 29 June, although Ferdinand and Isabel forbade Kolumbu there to land. Kolumb knew that the governor Ovando was going to send a large flotilla on a motherland. Noticing the approached hurricane, he warned Ovando about a gale and asked permission to enter in the Espan'oly bay. Ovando ridiculed the Kolumba fears and ordered to heave up sails. As well as predicted Kolumb, a gale broke out, and all fleet Ovando, except for one ship, submerged. 

Abandoning Espan'olu, Kolumb and his satellites undertook the further trip, mainly along with the coast of Central America. Kolumb supposed still, that was in Asia, not far from Gang. American Indians of guayamy, living on territory of modern Panama, traded in gold with the Kolumba expedition, but furiously counteracted to the attempts of Europeans to found the settlement. In April 1503 compelled guayamy to abandon Europeans their earths. During retreat one ship submerged, and three remaining hardly stuck to afloat. Kolumb gave up another ship in a sea, and then left on Jamaica. He went to Spain on November, 7 1504. 

Kolumb Died in Spanish town Val'yadolyde 21 May 1506 in presence brother Dyego, sons Dyego and Ernando and a few friends on an expedition. His remains were transported in Sevyl'yu in 1513, and then approximately in 1542, perezakhoroneny in the cathedral of the Santo-Domyngo city (now black Friar Republic). 
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